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TUSKEGEE AIRMEN CONTACT LISTING 
(OFFICERS-BOARD MEMBERS - 2019) 

DetroitChapterTAInc@gmail.com 
 

 NAME            E-MAIL      PHONE  
President— Miguel Thornton   miguelthornton@gmail.com (734) 635-0477 
1st Vice President—Gwen McNeal   zetaphi1@hotmail.com  (248) 895-7130  
2nd Vice President—Ken Thomas   
Treasurer— Gregory Whiting   gwhitin1@yahoo.com  (248) 320-0933 
Secretary— Theodore Whitely   bettytedwhitely@att.net  (248) 557-4688 
Parliamentarian— Judge David Perkins  dperks@mac.com  (313) 283-1117 
Sergeant At Arms— Al Jamieson   
Membership—Bill Welborne   welborne313@gmail.com  (313) 204-2477                  
Hawk’s Cry II —Eric Palmer   HawksCryII@gmail.com  (313) 683-1520                     
Ways & Means— Tony Stevenson   nighthawk172@yahoo.com (248) 542-4006 
      nighthawk1209@gmail.com 
Planning— Gary StClair    Jimidasaint@gmail.com 
Public Relations— Eric Palmer   President@DetroitRedtail.org (313) 683-1520                     
Historian—Lawrence Millben       (313) 863-5435  
Good & Welfare—Louis Pettiway   louispettiway@yahoo.com  (313) 918-6940 
Youth Programs— Brian Smith   bsmith1995@aol.com  (313) 510-7147 
Speakers Bureau—Alexander Jefferson     alexjeff01@juno.com                (248) 996-9676  
Chaplin—Dr. Theodore Whitely   bettytedwhitely@att.net                (248) 557-4688 
Correspondence—Carlota Almanza-Lumpkin  calmanza@umich.edu  
 

Additional Board Members 
William Thompson Jr.            Wilthom273@yahoo.com 
                            

Alternate Information Contact Information 
Shirley Rankin     s-rankin22@hotmail.com                (248) 818-1952  
William Henderson                        wfastfac@aol.com                (734) 484-4829  
Donald Carter                            mccar10@att.net   
Brian Smith                              bsmith1995@aol.com                    (313) 510-7147  
Detroit Chapter      DetroitChapterTAInc@gmail.com 
Hawk’s Cry II     HawksCryII@gmail.com 
Detroit Red Tail     DetroitRedTail@gmail.com 

 

CENTRAL REGION 
Marv K. Abrams—TAI Central Region President  

abramsmk@aol.com 
125 Wright Cove, Cibolo, TX 78108  

(210) 945-4361 (210)421-2485-CELL 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST 
Detroit Chapter website 

TA National Museum website 
National Organization 

TA National Historic Site 
Detroit RedTail 

DetroitRedTail 

DetroitChapterTAInc 

HawksCryII 

Follow 

Us 
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Like Us 

Detroit RedTail 

Detroit Chapter Tuskegee Airmen 

Tuskegee Airmen Hawk's 

ON THE COVER: Detroit Chapter members with DOTAs (L to R) Fred Henry, James Harvey & Harry T 
Stewart, Jr 
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THE NEXT TWO CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Thursday, 14 March 2019 & 11 April 2019 @ 1900 hours (7:00 p.m.) 

Please Arrive between 6:45pm & 7:00pm. 
At Civil Air Patrol Building south of 11499 Conner, Detroit, 48213  

REMEMBER: CHAPTER MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS THE 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
Please Wear Tuskegee Airmen Marked Clothing to Meetings to Show Uniformity 

 
Good day all.   

 I hope that you are having a wonderful day.  Let’s review the three R’s that I spoke about last year: 
Reflect, Respond and Revitalize.   
 
REFLECT: 

What did we do in 2018 that we felt worked well and what did we do that we need to improve up-
on?  Only you can answer that. 

 
RESPOND: 

When requested to serve and work on our vision, did you respond to that request favorably or not?  
What committee are you serving on or what is your serving plan? 

 
REVITALIZE: 
 We all have times that we would like to sit back and let others do it.  But is that what 
 This organization is all about?  Is it? 
 
Membership!  Have you paid your dues? 
 
National Convention in Orlando, Florida—Are you going to attend?  Convention dates are  
August 8 - 10, 2019, DOTA’s and Officers need to arrive on August 9,2019. 
 
There are two Parades the Memorial Day Weekend. Are you going on participating in either or both.  The 
St. Clair Shores Parade is Sunday May 26, 2019.  Parade starts at 1:00 PM, form up at 10 AM, and The 
Sterling Heights Parade is Monday the 27th, at 9:00 AM.  You’ll receive more info at our meeting on April 
11, 2019. Also, RedTail will be making a road trip immediately after the St. Clair Shores Parade and will be 
representing the chapter in the National Memorial Day Parade in Washington, DC. Wish Eric a good trip 
when you see him and I’m sure he would not mind it if you wanted to help him finance the trip with a dona-
tion. 
 
Next Three Meeting Dates 
May 9 ( Picture Day—Wear Blue Blazer)     June 13    July 11     No meeting in August 
 

Detroit River Days participation is unconfirmed at this time. Location has changed to behind the main post 
office in Detroit  
 

Thunder Over Michigan is August 3-4, 2019. Set up is August 2, 2019 
        

TO GOD BE THE GLORY, 

Miguel Thornton  
President 
Detroit Chapter 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 
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2019 Young Eagles Rallies 
At Coleman A. Young Airport from 10 AM to 2 PM on the following dates 
(registration at 9am): 

 April 14, 2019                                   

 May 19, 2019 

 June 09, 2019 

 July 14, 2019 

 August 11, 2019 

 September 08, 2019 

 October 13, 2019 
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View FULL Image Gallery 

WWII Veteran and Tuskegee Airman to speak at Dr. MLK 
celebration in Portage 

wwmt.com/news/local/wwii-veteran-and-tuskegee-airman-to-speak-at-dr-mlk-celebration-in-portage?jwsource=cl 
Adapted from an article by Franque Thompson | Newschannel 3Wednesday, March 6th 2019 

On 8 Mar 19, leaders of the City of Portage (MI) joined with the staff of the Air Zoo 
Aerospace and Science Museum to present its’ annual Black History Month program 
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and featuring Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson, 
of the Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen as the keynote speaker. Four of the planes 
used in training and combat are on display at the Air Zoo as well as a new, permanent 
Air Zoo exhibit, called Black Wings American Dreams of Flight, which features the 
Tuskegee Airmen. With well over 500 people in attendance, Jefferson, who was in-
ducted into the Air Zoo’s Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame in 1995, spoke of his ex-
periences and engaged one on one afterwards.  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/R79gZT7L9btJzrH96
wwmt.com/news/local/wwii-veteran-and-tuskegee-airman-to-speak-at-dr-mlk-celebration-in-portage?jwsource=cl
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A Tuskegee Airman Remembers Those Who 
Supported The Pilots And The 

Country's Acknowledgment 
By GORDON EVANS • MAR 7, 2019 

A former Tuskegee airman says he and his fellow pilots 
suffered discrimination from their white counter parts, but 
ultimately proved they were as good as anyone else in pro-

tecting the country During World War II. Retired Lieu-
tenant Colonel Alexander Jefferson spoke at an 
event at the Air Zoo Friday night. Jefferson is a native of 
Detroit. He was part of the 332nd Fighter Group. In 2007, 
more than 60 years after the end of World War II, Jefferson 
and others were at the White House to receive the Congres-
sional Gold Medal. “Finally the country acknowledged 
some of the misdeeds that the Tuskegee airmen under-
went.” Jefferson says the pilots also relied on many others 
to carry out their mission. “People in all occupations to support the guys who were flying.” In August of 
1944 German soldiers captured Jefferson after his plane was shot down and he became a prisoner of war. 
Jefferson says the Tuskegee Airmen were highly decorated: “We had guys who received the Purple Heart, 
which means they were injured. We had 25 men who got the Bronze Star for an act of courage.” Jefferson 
received the Purple Heart in 2001 for injuries he suffered in 1944. Friday night’s event at the Air Zoo is part 
of Black History Month and the Kalamazoo area’s Martin Luther King Junior celebration. It runs from 
7:00p.m. until 9:00p.m. NPR did stories on the Tuskegee Airmen and Alexander Jefferson in 2006 and in 
2011 

President Bush, center, greets Tuskegee Airmen Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson, left, 
during a ceremony in the Capitol Rotunda in Washington, Thursday, March 29, 
2007, awarding the Tuskegee Airmen with Congressional Gold Medals. Fellow 
Airman Dr. Roscoe Brown is at right. 
CREDIT SUSAN WALSH / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Tuskegee Airmen Mazie Warren turns 100 
https://www.fox26houston.com/news/393165242-video 

https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=6467779
https://www.npr.org/2011/04/11/135177510/tuskegee-airmen-rock-stars-of-american-history
https://www.fox26houston.com/news/393165242-video
https://www.fox26houston.com/news/393165242-video
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Tribute to Detroit Area and Original 
Tuskegee Airmen 

There is a Full production of Layon Gray's off Broadway 
"Black Angels Over Tuskegee" coming to Detroit, orga-
nized by Detroit Heritage Theatre Festival. The public 
showing is Sun, May 19, 2019 at 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM EDT 
at Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History, 
315 East Warren Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201. Get tickets 
here...https://www.eventbrite.com/e/detroit-heritage-theatre-

festival-black-angels-over-tuskegee-tickets-56923773539 

Torchbearers visit Mac-
Arthur K-8 University 

Academy PTA  
Torchbearers Eric Love and Eric 
Palmer visited the Parents Teachers 
Association of MacArthur Universi-
ty Academy to discuss the history 
and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen. 
On display for observation, was 
RedTail, the custom wrapped 
Tuskegee Airmen tribute car of De-
troit RedTail, Inc. About 50-75 peo-
ple were in attendance. 

View FULL Image Gallery 

City of Warren Black History Month Presentation 
Torchbearers Gary StClair, Bill Welborne & Bob Tillman visited the City of Warren civic center and made a 
presentation about the history and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen. About 50 people were in attendance. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/detroit-heritage-theatre-festival-black-angels-over-tuskegee-tickets-56923773539
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/detroit-heritage-theatre-festival-black-angels-over-tuskegee-tickets-56923773539
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fmXDavANBogcx8JE7
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Quest School Black History Month Presentation 
Torchbearers Gary StClair & Bill Welborne abd Detroit Chapter President 
Miguel Thornton visited Quest School in Taylor (MI) made a presentation 
about the history and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen for the schools Black His-
tory Month program. Over 1000 people were in attendance. 
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FDCA Blacks in Aviation 
The Friends of Detroit City Airport conducted their annual Black History 
Month’s Blacks in Aviation youth program with special guest from the Black 
Pilots of America, the Macon-Thomas and Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Air-
men, Inc. 
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30th Annual Salute, Reception and Dinner 
On 23 Feb 19, the Tuskegee Airmen National Historical Museum held their 30th 
Annual Salute, Reception and Dinner at Detroit’s famed Charles H Wright Muse-
um of African American History. The evening was a recognition of the 1949 Air 
Force Air Gunnery meet in which a delegation from the still segregated 332nd 
Fighter Group won the Conventional class. Although they score the most points 
of all 12 fighter groups represented, it was not a head-to-head competition with 
the 5 jet class groups that were there because the jet groups could not participate 
in the skip bombing part of the competition. Also, recognized that night was the 
opening of an exhibit about the 1949 competition located in the museum’s Cole-
man A. Young room. Attendees also got a chance to see a new documentary that 
will be used in educational settings called Our Voices: Our Stories and featuring 
Detroit chapter’s own LtCol (Ret) Harry T. Stewart, Jr and LtCol (Ret) Alex-
ander Jefferson. The evening ended with a Q&A session with Stewart and 
LtCol (Ret) James Harvey of Denver. He and Stewart are two (2) of the four 
(4) pilots that represented the 332nd in the 1949 competition. 

View More Images 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/TAYY53vFRzhkaNFQA
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...by going to our website and making a 
monetary donation 

is an IRS determined tax exempt charita-
ble organization whose mission is to participate in the American 
car culture and venture to car shows, car cruises and parades to 

propagate the history and legacy of the Tuskegee Airmen. 
is... 

Rolling the Tuskegee Airmen into the American Car Culture 

 

The Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Inc 
www.DetroitChapterTAInc.org 

 
The Hawk’s Cry II 
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The Detroit Chapter of Tuskegee Airmen Inc 
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2019 Season of Out Reach (at time of press) 

• 23 February 2019 – Tuskegee Airmen National Historical Museum Open 
House at Charles H Wright MAAH (Detroit, MI) PICTURES 
• 6 March 2019 – MacArthur K-8 University Academy PTA Meeting
(Southfield, MI) PICTURES 
• 8 March 2019 – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration @ Air Zoo(Portage, 
MI) PICTURES 
• 16 March 2019 – Canton Car Cave Cars & Coffee (Canton, MI) 
• 29-31 March 2019 – Mustangs Take Flight! (Houston, TX) (R)(L) 
• 13 April 2019 – MOCSEM’s National Mustang Day Celebration (Dearborn, 
MI) 
• 17-20 April 2019 – 55 Years of Mustang Event (Concord, NC)(R)(L) 
• 20 April 2019 – Tail of the Dragon Drive (Robbinsville, NC)(L) 
• 11 May 2019 – MUZIEKPARADE (Holland, MI)(R) 
• 18 May 2019 – Great Lakes Stampede - All Ford & Mustang Show (Birch 
Run, MI)(R) 
• 19 May 2019 – 12th Annual Mid-Michigan Custom Car Show 2019(Owosso, 
MI) 
• 26 May 2019 – St Clair Shores Memorial Day Parade (St Clair Shores,MI)(R) 
• 27 May 2019 – National Memorial Day Parade (Washington, DC)(R) 
• 1 June 2019 – High Beam Car Show (Grand Rapids, MI) 
• 8 June 2019 – West Michigan Mustang Club’s 38th Annual Mustang and All 
Ford Car Show (Grand Rapids, MI) 
• 15 June 2019 – American Muscle 11th Annual Mustang Show (Mohnton, 
PA)(R) 

• 22-23 June 2019 – Sloan Museum Auto Fair (Flint, MI) 
• 29 June 2019 – MOCSEM Downriver Cruise (Lincoln Park, MI) 
• 14 July 2019 – Warrior Appreciation Rally (Frankenmuth, MI)(R) 
• 20 July 2019 – Mackinaw City Mustang Stampede (Mackinaw City, MI) 
• 27 July 2019 – Main Street Memories (Port Huron, MI) 
• 3 August 2019 – Thunder Over Michigan (Willow Run, MI)(R) 
• 4-7 & 10-11 August 2019 – RedTails' Civil Rights Tour (Memphis, TN, Bir-
mingham, Montgomery & Tuskegee, AL and Walterboro, SC) MAP 
• 8-9 August 2019 – Tuskegee Airmen National Convention (Orlando, FL) 
• 11 August 2019 – Classic Car/Motor Show AND Detroit Firemens' Field 
Day (Detroit, MI) 
• 17 August 2019 – MOCSEM's Mustang Alley West (Ferndale, MI) 
• 18 August 2019 – Mustang Memories (Dearborn, MI) 
• 25 August 2019 – Cruisin Hines (Westland, MI)(R) 
• 31 August 2019 – TEAMG8#38 4th Annual Car Show Honoring Those who 
Serve (Bloomfield Hills, MI)(R) 

• 6-7 September 2019 – Mustang 
Week (Myrtle Beach, SC) 
• 8 September 2019 – Frankenmuth 
AutoFest (Frankenmuth, MI)  
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https://www.southfieldk12.org/schools/elem/macarthur-k-8-university-academy/pta/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/fmXDavANBogcx8JE7
https://www.airzoo.org/events-at-the-air-zoo/event/1367606
https://photos.app.goo.gl/R79gZT7L9btJzrH96
http://www.cantoncarcave.com/car-vehicle-auto-storage-events-detroit-southeast-mi-novi-monroe.html
http://northsidemustang.org/mustangs-take-flight-mca-national.html
http://www.mocsem.com/events/event_calendar_v2.php?display=calendar&eventid=1235&month=4&year=2019
https://www.mustangownersmuseum.com/grand-opening--55-years-of-mustang-event.html
https://tailofthedragon.com/
https://www.tuliptime.com/events/parades/muziekparade
https://www.facebook.com/events/2143516159296211/
https://www.facebook.com/events/231923704110350/
https://www.scsmi.net/
https://www.americanveteranscenter.org/avc-events/parade/
http://www.uticaumc.org/events
http://westmichiganmustangclub.com/
http://westmichiganmustangclub.com/
https://www.americanmuscle.com/car-show-2019.html
http://sloanautofair.com/
http://www.mocsem.com/events/event_calendar_v2.php?display=calendar&eventid=1178&month=6&year=2019
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?tab=wm#inbox/FMfcgxwBVMjZBSTnBSrVqvcZGSPfkwJL?projector=1&messagePartId=0.1
https://festivalnet.com/60643/Mackinaw-City-Michigan/Music-Festivals/Mackinaw-s-Mustang-Stampede
https://www.mainstreetmemoriesph.com/
http://yankeeairmuseum.org/airshow/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ilnqxsKuNQHw9AqDQbZS2huesGVtsyNr/view?usp=sharing
https://goo.gl/maps/8WqWFhAwxzj
http://tuskegeeairmen.org/
https://www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com/event_calendar.html
https://www.historicfortwaynecoalition.com/event_calendar.html
http://www.mocsem.com/events/event_calendar_v2.php?display=calendar&eventid=1163&month=8&year=2019
http://www.mocsem.com/events/event_calendar_v2.php?display=calendar&eventid=1162&month=8&year=2019
http://cruisinhines.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/718980781782167/
https://www.facebook.com/events/718980781782167/
http://mustangweek.com/
http://mustangweek.com/
http://www.frankenmuthautofest.net/
http://www.frankenmuthautofest.net/


Original Tuskegee Airmen Signed 

Certificates of Appreciation 

NEW—NEW—NEW 
Select Image to download from Google Drive site 
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Bereavement Counseling……………...….……………….1-202-461-6530 
Education………………………………….………………1-888-442-4551 
Headstones and Markers………………….……………….1-800-697-6947 
Health Care……………………………….……………….1-877-222-8387 
Homeless veterans………………………...………………1-877-222-8387 
Home Loans………………………………..……………...1-877-827-3702 
Life Insurance………………………………..…………….1-800-669-8477 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline…………….………...1-800-273-8255 
Pension Management Center………………………..……..1-877-294-6380 
Special Health Issues……………………………………....1-800-749-8387 

VA Home Page………..................................................................www.va.gov 
Education Benefits………..................................................www.gibill.va.gov 
Health Care Eligibility………...........................www.va.gov/healtheligibility 
Burial and Memorial Benefits………..................................www.cem.va.gov 
Returning Service Members………..................................www.oefoif.va.gov 
Home Loan Guaranty …...........................................www.homeloans.va.gov 
Records ..................................www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel 
VA Benefit Payment Rates……...…….............www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates 
VA Forms………...........................................................www.va.gov/vaforms 
Mental Health…….................................................www.mentalhealth.va.gov 
Federal Jobs……….....................................................www.usajobs.opm.gov 
Veterans Preference………........................www.opm.gov/veterans/index.asp 
Employment Assistance………......................................www.vetsuccess.gov 
Veterans Employment and Training….………...................www.dol.gov/vets 

Life Insurance………...................................................www.insurance.va.gov 
Department of Defense……….......................................www.defenselink.mil 
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