29 MISCONCEPTIONS

ABOUT THE TUSKEGEE AIRMEN

I. THE MISCONCEPTION OF INFERIORITY

2. THE MISCONCEPTION OF “NEVER LOST A BOMBER”
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L Tels ISCONGEP TION OF SUPSRIORET
In the final analysis, whether the Tuskegee Ai
which they served depends on the criteria. The Tusk
escorted bombers to enemy aircraft than the avera
Tuskegee Airmen seemed to be inferior because the
the Fifteenth Air Force. | prefer to conclude that the
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riority or inferiority, but equality. Furthermore, each p
cial class. There were unquestionably some individua
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SR ES ISTHO N (SERN N (O N M AV ENNISKES EE AIRMEN UNITS WERE ALL BLACK
All of the Tuskegee Airmen organizations in comb
332" Fighter Group, were virtually all black by the tim
was integrated in 1949. However, the Tuskegee Airme
mistake to imagine that white officers never belonged
cess. The most famous of the Tuskegee Airmen milita
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all-black, but they did not begin that way.
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IAILED) P55 TO 8S5CORT O35S
Before July 1944, the 99" Fighter Squadron
against enemy targets on tactical missions for the Twelfth Ai
47 aircraft on bomber escort missions. Before then, the
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Fifteenth Air Force had seven fighter escort groups, including
had distinctively-painted tails. The 31* Fighter Group had re
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The assigned colors for each group helped distinguish it fro
my targets. The various colored tails also helped bomber cre
fighters were friend or foe.
Some of the African-American pilots who trained at Tusk
pilots at all. They became bomber pilots, and were assigned
Group, which flew twin-engine B-25s. That group never deplo
DR EEN I STHONSERNNION M AVEACNIERWANSINISIHE WITH A BLACK PILOT AT TUSKEGEE, ELEANOR
ROOSEVEINERERSIYADED NN EIRRESIDENNEEOESTABLISH A BLACK FLYING UNIT IN THE ARMY AIR
GORPS
Contrary to a persistent misconception, Eleanor Roosevelt’s
sult in her convincing her husband, President Franklin D. Roosey
the decision to establish a black flying unit in the Army Air Corf
1941, more than two months before Eleanor Roosevelt’s visit to
support personnel for the unit at Chanute Field, lllinois, followed
partment constituted the first black flying unit, the 99" Pursuit ¢
Field. A week after the 99" Pursuit Squadron was activated, Elea
over Tuskegee. The date was March 29, 1941. The pilot was
pilot training at Tuskegee Institute. The President’s wife vis
cause the black flying squadron had been started, and was schedule
nel had been trained.
NP ER | SISO N ISER NN IO N BN AVEN I ERNYSKESEEM IRMEN EARNED 150 DISTINGUISHED FLYING
GROSSES DURING YWORLD YWAR
For many years the Tuskegee Airmen were said to have earned
Huntly of the Tuskegee Airmen Incorporated’s Harry A. Sheppard
Force general orders that awarded DFCs to Tuskegee Airmen, and fi
men units in combat had also served with the Twelfth Air Force, befc
general orders would also probably note additional DFCs awarded to
Air Force general order that awarded a DFC to a Tuskegee Airman.
first black pilot in military service to shoot down an enemy airplane.
DFCs to Tuskegee Airmen. Tuskegee Airmen who earned other ae
earned Air Medals instead of DFCs. The total number of DFCs award
awarded by Fifteenth Air Force orders, and | awarded by a Twelfth Air
liam A. Campbell, earned two DFCs. Therefore, 95 Tuskegee Airmen ¢
men.
AN ES I STHONISERNNION M AV ENNYSKESEEMYRMEIN WERE THE FIRST TO IMPLEMENT A “STICK
WIETvl Tels 303515 POLICY
That is not true. The “stick with the bombers” policy had been ins
mander of the Eighth Air Force in England, long before the Tuskegee
1 944, Eaker moved to the Mediterranean Theater of Operations, where
with the bombers” ideas with him for the Fifteenth Air Force, over whic
lied Air Forces.
BRI EANV | STSTO N (SERIH IO N BT AV ESSPABI SHNERNSROOUP WAS THE ONLY ONE TO ESCORT FIF-
FEsN el AIR FORCEE 30303515 OYVaR SR
The RED TAILS movie by George Lucas depicts the Berlin mission as
the Fifteenth Air Force bombers: the 52" and the 332", In the movie, t
Fighter Group stays with the bombers all the way to the target, being the
mission. Tuskegee Airman Lee Archer,in a 2001 interview, claimed that “t
and didn’t show up and our group decided that they would stay with the b
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14. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT THE 99™ FIGHTER SQUADRON, UNLIKEREERVHINES SHEER!
SQUADRONSWITHWRHICH IT SERVED, AT FIRST FLEW OBSOLETE P-40 AIRRISANES!
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17. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT THE OUTSTANDING WORLD WAR HIRESIORID NS LN ERNYSERNSEE
AIRMEN ALONE CONVINCED PRESIDENT TRUMAN TO DESEGREGATIENNENM RN E{D IO RISES NS Hal i =
UNITED STATES.
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18. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT 332"° FIGHTER GROUP MEMBERSIRATNNIEID RN ERINN IS NO BRI EIR
FIGHTER ESCORT AIRCRAFT RED WITHOUT ANY DIRECTIONERONBIISIHERWAYNE ORI NNEIKI N9
SO.
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19. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT ALL BLACK MILITARY PILOIERAININISEIIYRINISER/VIORINAVARMI
TOOK PLACE AT TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE
the black pilots in the American military during
there were three main phases of military flying
t Tuskegee Institute. Along with other black institu-
} program. This was accomplished at the institute’s
ivilian pilots, who were not yet members of the Ar-
e country where black pilots trained, as civilians.
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ised the overall training at Moton Field, and deter-
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20. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT THE TUSKEGEE AIRMERRVERESNERONINGH SHNERIRI INONIS 9] &
LOWING THE OFFICIAL POLICY OF “STICKING WITH THEIBIONBERS F
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ioned that General Eaker requested the 332™ Fighter

teenth Air Force. In the same book, Davis insisted that

2r to prevent them from being shot down. From these
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21. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT THE TUSKEGEE AIRMENISERPAEISHIERESRIOIY RIS VYA OREND] B2
FERENT KINDS OF AIRCRAFT IN COMBAT THAN AN YSOJHERWARNNEAIRIGIORISESHSRIVIY BADIYRIN(S
WORLD WAR I
peared at the Enlisted Heritage Hall, a museum at Gunter
e 332™ Fighter Group, the only Tuskegee Airmen group in
ar Il than any other group in the Army Air Forces.
pur different kinds of aircraft during World War Il P-39s, P-
ps that flew four or more aircraft in combat during the war:
22. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT THE TUSKEGEE AIRMENIBEINONISEIDNKOISION EXO LN ENIIOS N ISR
LY DECORATED UNITS IN U.S. MILITARY HISTORY
ed than the pilots of any other flying unit, even in their thea-
onors of the groups and squadrons show that the Tuskegee
bme of the other Army Air Forces flying organizations with

23. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT THE TUSKEGEE AIRNMENINEVERYSION NN EIREIHOISH INN IO M EYAIDES
SERVED
Jot the recognition they deserved. [he claim was true at first,
ost of the unit histories remained classified, overall histories
ded to ignore the black units, and not mention the Tuskegee
e 332™ Fighter Group and the 99" Fighter Squadron receive
at served with them in the Twelfth and Fifteenth Air Forces.
24. THE MISCONCEPTION THAT TUSKEGEE AIRNADNSHARIS=S RV S EE AR S=VVANM IO RERSO I BAY Y I SS
SIONSTHAN ANY OTHER PILOT IN THE AIR FORGCE:
an Colonel Charles McGee, who flew combat missions as a fighter
, compiled a record of more combat missions than any other Air
aving flown 409 combat missions as a fighter pilot in the Air Force,
ietnam, but the claim that he flew more combat missions than any
e claim that he flew more combat missions than amy other USAF

ions that have come to circulate around the Tuskegee Airmen in
ter appreciation for what they actually accomplished. If they did
ars of the six non-black fighter escort groups of the Fifteenth Air
that they were not inferior to them, either. Moreover, they began
the way to combat. The Tuskegee Airmen proved that they were
eroically during World War ll. Their exemplary performance con-
Force was the first to integrate, in 1949.
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