The 477" moreover, was born under a cloud.Army Air Forces Commanding General Henry H. (Hap) Ar-

nold tried to abort the unit before it was born. 616th Bombe
Squadron

R

The 477th neyef@ENEE-d combat because its commander, Colonel Robert E. Selway, was so bigoted that
he drove N ofEENBENMIODIO the Black officers in his unit to mutiny.

2 of performing the me
iviators, would not associate
er White officer from doing t
able location, and segregated 1

SElWaAVIESERVEdIsommand of all four squadrons in the 477th for Whites, despite the fact that many of
SHEIBIACHAVETEYANBINIhERX ombat in Europe had more flying time and combat experience than some of the
YW niga comimandars, it was
cluded the first contingent of B 619th Bomber Squadron
authorized strength of 290.The

On that same day Selway, ion. Selway, concerned about
race tensions in Detroit that ha an Army Air Field near Fort
Knox, Kentucky. This base was ¢ e aviation gasoline capacity,
more runways, and better flying ace. |t a3 2 oad mova and i
WaASIIODNRENOACIRIIMERSONEAI t seriously delayed the 477th training program and damaged morale.

Although the 477th was autho ed and only half of the author-
ized 176 pilots had been assigned orale. The 477th meanwhile
had an exceptional safety record.

Their first aircraft accident, a la onally low accident rate." Be-
tween mid-October and mid-Janu ly trained. By mid-January, despite
the fact that the 477th was not fu Despite the poor flying weather,
the unit in its first year accumulate

SECAUSENSHEMBNEMEINAVABEso inadequate, the 477th fell far behind its training schedule and to Freeman Army Air Field
near Seymour, Indiana in Mard ; dcery stores even refused to sell
food to spouses of the aviators anc uskegee Airmen and their families
had found some social acceptance.

dUChENDREHPPINRERORNBI rogress of the 477th than the unit move or local hostility was the mutiny that occurred in April. 1945. it completely collapsed, suffering
five fatal flying accidents beginning i simple: Selway (/|- 011y craaiad
ARG CE S IGIDSNONENOBIAGKs and the other for Whites; lly because Army Regulation 210-10,
published in 1940, required that any

But the club question was only a s 's prejudice so lowered morale that
his illegal segregated officers club app en orders from Colonel Selway to
stay out of his White club, entered it

Selway, under orders from Hunter, or trainees (all of whom were Black).
But there were Whites on the post esignated trainees. The supervisor/
trainee contrivance was blatant becau upervisor club the "White officers'
T BV ADRITVAM e RHBNIbDIOIfi cers were under house arrest in an organization that was supposedly rushing toward combat. All of theHIEESHODINIISIOICEVSRVEEIES
BASEHIGNIADIIVESXCEDENOINEE officers who had been accused of jostling a superior officer when they entered the club on April 5.

On April 9, Selway issued a new club ainees, except those who were specifi-
cally designated as "Command or Supe so stated that all members of the two
housekeeping squadrons—"E" and "C" a doctor and a chaplain. Had non-
trainee Black officers been allowed me General reported that "there is a
group of approximately 20 Negro office ron” and hence are not trainees per se.
This is important because of the allocati ating club facilities, he was creating a
subterfuge.

Appended to the main body of Selway ." On that and the following day, at
Hunter's insistence, this club regulation All Whites and most Black officers signed the stafEemERNDIERIDIESI RGO CESIGES
sad o do 5o, A day later they were re till refused to sign and were arrest-
ed, and on April 13 were sent to Goc roximately 100 percent of the Negro of-
ficer personnel” were about to "present t officers passed by the club to see if it
had been reopened. Selway came upon gr luct," they were also surly and uncommu-
nicative.

The Freeman Field 101, however, were gation, and the NAACP championed their
cause.As was common in such matters inv blved. On May 5, 1945, the committee re-
ceived a summary sheet that outlined the A ermitting commanders to segregate racially
their officers clubs.The Committee membe report acknowledging that Selway's actions
were in conflict with the Army Regulation. my Regulations and War Department poli-
cies be brought to the attention of the Co

Soon after that letter arrived in the Secre ght to trial. They were ably defended by
Theodore M. Berry, President of the Cincin icle, which carried a maximum penalty of
death.The original intent of the Air Corps > regulation, but only the Freeman Field 3
were tried because Selway's order had been ease all those who were held at Godman Ar-
my Air Field under arrest.

In court Selway's case quickly collapsed bec ether they were base personnel [i.e. supervi-
sors] or not." Terry testified that he was not : se they were also not trainees; that is, they
were officers for whom the club, ostensibly, hz ] been introduced as evidence over the objec-
tions of the prosecution. Terry, however, was fc

In late May 1945, General Arnold replaced a en to send the unit, now a composite Group
of B-25s and fighters located at Godman Field, g fitness of the Group. /\ '[i/50 A\l foraa i
S PECHDRMBIEH Eh BN MPLOVEMENTININENRS roup's effectiveness under Davis, and especially registered the vast increase in the unit'sERBraIESBITILEIONEh BRI VA IO GBS
oloy, howavay tna war in tnha Paciiie andad at the 477th had never met the foreign enemy,
but it had engaged the domestic enemy, foes of
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) on |13 May 1943
Activated August 1943
2 June 1945 - Inactivated on | July 1947
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Freeman
Godman Fi
Lockbourne Army Air
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