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SPECIAG INSTRUCTIONS FOR 332%° HGHTER GROUP
332nd Pighter Group: Bed spinners om all ASC.

The =ntire tail section sectiom is painted red.
Trim tabs are painted (red, white, yellow or
black) according to respective Sguoadrons.

The Origin of the
Tuskegee Airmen

RED TAILS

Designation czo:-

uring the month of June or
July 18944 whils the 332nd
Hs was oparating the Republic
P-37 Fghters [for only one month], tha
Commander of the Fftsanth USAAF in
h=ly, General Nathan Twining, issued
a written order to swvery Bomber
Group, [21) and every Fighter Group [ 7 | under his command
to paint the nosa cowling, and the eppanage in accordance with

455 <A

the colorcode color that his staff in Bari designed.

The four Sguadron Maintananca Officers gathared all of the Crew

Chiefs [of which | was one ] to carry out the Genaral’'s ordar. Our
Group was issued red, the 52nd Ao was isswad yellow, the 320th
was issued a checkerboard black & yellow color, stc. This is the
true accounting of tha Rad Tails. Mo one else other than the C.0O.
of the Fifteenth U.S. Army Air Forca had that authority.
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Fghtar Group Directions Extractad From:

= the 332nd Fghter Group was assigned to tha HF-
teanth Air Force ([Juna 13944) they began fhying mis-
ons in the Republic P47 Thunderboit. About a month
latar [July 1944) the 332nd Fghter Group began flwng com-
bat messions in the Morth American P31 Mustang This is
the aircraft they becams most commonly associated with

Whan tha pilots of the 332nd Fghter Group paintad the tails of
their P47 red, thus the nickname smerged out of this cir-
cumstance and the referance to the "HAed Tails™ was bom.
USAAF Bomber crews refarred them as the "Red Tail Angals.
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n the HBD mowvie, "The Tuskegee Airman” was ra-
lsased in 1993, | was caught up with [if not off-guard]
the lina by tha character played by Laurence Fishburne

as he told his Crew-chisf to, "paint the whole tail red”. k soundad
raal and even sansstional. But through the yaars, | have heard oth-
ar rendisons of the origin of the red tail paint. One being the only
availabla color in which to ba usad. All in all, | have heard four differ-
ant imtarpratations from pilots and ground support paersonnal.

AL diffarent tmes through the years, | have had this discussion
with Mr. Graig Huntly, SCPO, USMN-ret., = recognizad hestorian of
Tuskegesa Airman history. He was the first to adwise me that the
Ja2nd Ao was assignad the color red as their Group’s dantifying
designation by higher headguarters. His commeants wers later cor-
roborataed by former 232nd A Crew-chief James Sheppard and
furthar supported by resaarch conductad by DOr. Oan Haulman.

More recantly, | was able to obtain a written statement from 5/
ogt. James Sheppard, a Crew-cheaf [an eye witness)] assigned to
the 301st Fghtar Sguadron. As a result of his remarks, | passed
his commants on to Dr. Dan Haulman, Chief, Organizational Histo-
ries Branch Air Forca Historical Ressarch Agancy.

With the specific dates from 5,/5gt. Sheppard, Dr. Haulman was
able to research the referenced tima frames. While he did not lo-
cate specific orders, Or. Haulman did discover a documeant partain-
ing to tha detailed directions of the paint echemes for the different

The Red Tail Origin as told by:
Dr. Daniel L. Haulman, PhD
Chisf, Organizational Histories Branch
Air Forca Historical Research Agancy
Saptambar 20, 2012

searchad the documeants of tha Mediterransan Allied Air Forces,

thia Ffteanth Air Forca, and the 306th Rghtar Wing for an ordar

prascribing the aircraft markings of each of the fightar groups
in the Ffteenth Air Forca, but the only documant | found ralating
to the subjact was a Fifteanth Ar Force folder undar call numbar
670.328-1 [IRIS numbar 247524, under the nama "Lead Check
List."

Thea foldar contains a smaller foldar antitiad “Frandly Aircrafc Mark-
ings,” which contains drawn illustrations of how the fightar aircraft
of each of the groups will be painted. For the 332nd Fightar Group,
thera are two small outline illustrations of a P-37, bottom view and
cida view, showing the tail a solid red. Under the llustration some-
one has writtan "MNow all P-31°s - no more P-37°5.7

The =ama page shows llustrations of the markangs of the aircraft
of tha othar P-51 fightar groups, including the 31st, S2nd, and
Jdath. On the back of the page are dascriptions of tha markings
for tha four fightar groups.

=pecific Details Extractad From:
Frisndly Aircraft Markings Document

The Hfteanth Air Forca neaded to know which color sach
group was using, not only to avoid duplicaton, but also to
ientify groups in formation. The eamblems of the groups,
howewver, were designed by the groups thamseles, and
the squadron emblems were desgned by the sguadrons.

oketch BExtractad Frome
Frisndly Aircraft Markings Documeant
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units. Airplane identification [w@ikpainting] was too strategic of a 3132 ND FIGHTER

wair action, to just ba left arbitrarily to the whimsical judgmeant by

For the 232nd Rghtar Group, hara ars tha words: "3 32nd Rghtar GROUP
ground-support parsonnal or enthusiastic pilots. Group: Red spinners on all A/C Tha entire tail saction is paintad How A B89~
rad. Trim tabs are paintad [red, whita, yellow, or black] according Mor.e F-&"

Is this a small point of interast in the grand scheme of Tuskegea
Airmen history? | think not, because as a speaker | hava bean

askad why, how and whan thay becama the "Red Tails". | owa it
to my audiances (mostly studants] a correct response and can't

pratand that it did not have an origin.

to respaectve squadrons.”

In the same documant, thers is also a page showing the markings “Now All p3132 - No more pd 72"
of the tails of the bombers of fouwr groups of the 47th Wing, includ-

ing the 98th, 376th, 445th, and 450th Bombardmeant Groups.

Disclaimer: This outling composes the document-
ed facts /or=uzhe oo s autfior/about the Tuskeg-
ee Airmen designation as Red Tails. It as an at-
tempt to make an impartial statement to approach
the variety of past statemants, soma of which have
bean included in spaeches. news articles, books,
etc. Anyone with documented evidence contrary
to this summation is welcomed to dispute these
findings.

ronspriggs@aonl.com

It i= thie hope of this writar that ona day an official order will surface.
Untl than, this summary will hava to suffiice dus to the actual test-

mary of an aye witnass - respondant to ordars and tha supportve
instructions locatad in the US. Air Force archives.
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Exacutne Director - RSETA
Pres. B/ Gan. Noal F. Parrish Chaptar of TA] =SeSisio.ocmoiind, fock

“1 think this s strong evidaencs that the colors of the aircraft of
all seven fighter escort groups of the Frfteanth Air Force, and
at least ona wing of B-24 bombers, were prescribed by highar
authority, such as the Ffteanth Air Force tsalf, and not impro-
vised by the groups thamsealves”.

A w Rediliaillhasibeenkassuneditorhavelonlysa d on th .
But, in fact, ;h@ P- 47/5 filewibysther3B32ndiadoernedithelredit
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