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TUSKEGEE AIRMEN CONTACT LISTING 
(OFFICERS-BOARD MEMBERS - 2017) 

 

NAME           E-MAIL        PHONE  
President— Miguel Thornton  miguelthornton@gmail.com  (734) 635-0477 
1st Vice President—Gwen McNeal  zetaphi1@hotmail.com   (248) 895-7130  
2nd Vice President—Eric Love  condor1L@yahoo.com   (248) 709-3748  
Treasurer— Gregory Whiting  gwhitin1@yahoo.com   (248) 320-0933 
Secretary— Theodore Whitely  bettytedwhitely@att.net   (248) 557-4688 
Parliamentarian— Robert Tillman majorbobtillman@gmail.com  (248) 463-9443 
Sergeant At Arms—Larry Sargent  sgtsgt209@yahoo.com   (313) 354-1472 
Membership—Bill Welborne  welborne313@gmail.com   (313) 204-2477                  
Hawk’s Cry II —Eric Palmer  HawksCryII@gmail.com   (313) 683-1520                     
Ways & Means— Tony Stevenson  nighthawk172@yahoo.com  (248) 557-4688 
Planning— Eric Love   condor1L@yahoo.com   (248) 709-3748  
Public Relations— Eric Palmer  DetroitChapterTAInc@gmail.com  (313) 683-1520                     
Historian—Lawrence Milben       (313) 863-5435  
Good & Welfare—Tony Stevenson nighthawk172@yahoo.com  (248) 557-4688 
Youth Programs— Brian Smith  bsmith1995@aol.com   (313) 510-7147 
Speakers Bureau—Alexander Jefferson    alexjeff01@juno.com                 (248) 996-9676  
Chaplin—Dr. Theodore Whitely  bettytedwhitely@att.net                 (248) 557-4688 
 
Additional Board Members 
Hugh Barrington Jr.   HFBarringtonJr@aol.com       (248) 442-0254 
           (313) 418-7273  
William Thompson Jr.           Wilthom273@yahoo.com 
                            
 

Alternate Information Contact Information 
Washington Ross                        washingtor@aol.com                (248) 351-9536  
Shirley Rankin    s-rankin22@hotmail.com                (248) 818-1952  
William Henderson                       wfastfac@aol.com                (734) 484-4829  
Donald Carter                           mccar10@att.net   
Brian Smith                             bsmith1995@aol.com                    (313) 510-7147  
Detroit Chapter     DetroitChapterTAInc@gmail.com 
Hawk’s Cry II    HawksCryII@gmail.com 
Red Tail     DetroitRedTail@gmail.com 

 

CENTRAL REGION 
Marv K. Abrams—TAI Central Region President  

abramsmk@aol.com 
125 Wright Cove, Cibolo, TX 78108  

(210) 945-4361 (210)421-2485-CELL 

ON THE COVER: Picture of LtCol (Ret) Washington D. Ross from the Detroit Chapter’s 2008 set of 
chapter member pictures. Picture by John Stewart 

WEBSITES OF INTEREST 
Detroit Chapter website 

TA National Museum website 
National Organization 

TA National Historic Site 

DetroitRedTail 

DetroitChapterTAInc 
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THE NEXT TWO CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Thursday, 12 October 2017 and  9 November 2017 @ 1845 hours (6:45 p.m.) 

Please Arrive between 6:20& 6:40pm. Doors WILL BE Locked at 6:45pm 
At 613 Abbott in Downtown Detroit (3rd and Abbott) 

REMEMBER: CHAPTER MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS THE 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
Please Wear Tuskegee Airmen Marked Clothing to Meetings to Show Uniformity 

 Good Day Fellow Tuskegee Airmen Detroit Chapter members.  I 
hope all is well with you and your family and that you all are looking to-

ward an excellent fall. Soon the colors will be changing and the brisk breezes from the 
North will put a little pep in your step. 
 At our October meeting we hope to swear in our Honorary Members and assign 
them a mentor.  We have put together a skeletal calendar for the year for our young 
people and hope to solidify the dates and times at the meeting.  I'll call the Honorary 
Members Cadets. It appears to be very exciting and hopefully all will be pleased. This 
is all a part of our Legacy. 
 Parents are anxious and want to meet the mentors and find out about our total 
program. We will roll out the plan at our meeting.  This first group will be Cohort 
1.  We've already been contacted by another school to see when and if they could be 
involved.  We've shared with them that in the spring we shall start Cohort 2. 
 There are several things on the agenda for the balance of this year.  The Muse-
um Banquet is on October 14, 2017 at Cobo Hall. There is more info on the next 
page and The museum web site.  The Annual Men Who Dare Black and White Ball 
is November 11, 2017. Please see page 4 and/or  contact Burt Lowe. The Christmas 
Dinner Meeting on December 7, 2017, hopefully to be held at Bert's Place at 2727 
Russell Street from 6 PM until 9:30 PM.  The cost for the dinner will be between 
$10.00 and $15.00 per person.  We'll talk more on this at this meeting. 
 Finally, we have had a marvelous year.  Our membership has grown and this 
year, we have participated in more activities than I can remember.  We are a volunteer 
organization which has as one of it's goals to continue the Legacy of The Tuskegee 
Airmen.  We need each other to survive and carry the BANNER. 

Thank you God bless you all, 

Miguel Thornton  
President 
Detroit Chapter 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 
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The Celebration of Life of 

LtCol (Ret) 
Washington D. Ross 

 
Will be on Monday, 

16 October 2017 
 

Family Hour at 10:00 AM 
Going Home Celebration 

at 11:00 AM 
 

Berea Lutheran Church 
18901 Wyoming 

(between 7 & 8 Mile Roads) 

Detroit Michigan 48221 

 
The Family Dinner will immedi-

ately follow the service at: 

 

Sweet Magnolias 
29221 Northwestern Hwy, 

Southfield, 48034  
 

The INTERNMENT is sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 17, 

2017 at 11:00 AM at: 

Great Lakes National Cemetery - 
Mt Holly 

4200 Belford Rd. 
Holly, Michigan 48442 

 
We shall wear our dress blues 
Please be there NLT 0900 hrs 

Viewing Sunday October 15th 
2-6pm at 

Wilson Akins Funeral Home 
17500 Fenkell 

Detroit, Michigan 48227 

http://tuskegeemuseum.org/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/18901+Wyoming+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48221/@42.4290055,-83.1600635,125a,35y,307.7h,45t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ceab92782fff:0xf67b9057eff3a269!8m2!3d42.4298176!4d-83.1610869
https://www.google.com/maps/place/18901+Wyoming+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48221/@42.4290055,-83.1600635,125a,35y,307.7h,45t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ceab92782fff:0xf67b9057eff3a269!8m2!3d42.4298176!4d-83.1610869
https://www.google.com/maps/place/18901+Wyoming+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48221/@42.4290055,-83.1600635,125a,35y,307.7h,45t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ceab92782fff:0xf67b9057eff3a269!8m2!3d42.4298176!4d-83.1610869
https://www.google.com/maps/place/18901+Wyoming+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48221/@42.4290055,-83.1600635,125a,35y,307.7h,45t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ceab92782fff:0xf67b9057eff3a269!8m2!3d42.4298176!4d-83.1610869
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sweet+Magnolia's/@42.5024369,-83.3117917,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x281a5d6b33ff1ee6!8m2!3d42.5024369!4d-83.3117917
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sweet+Magnolia's/@42.5024369,-83.3117917,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x281a5d6b33ff1ee6!8m2!3d42.5024369!4d-83.3117917
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sweet+Magnolia's/@42.5024369,-83.3117917,15z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x0:0x281a5d6b33ff1ee6!8m2!3d42.5024369!4d-83.3117917
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4200+Belford+Rd,+Holly,+MI+48442/@42.8247446,-83.6241561,4681a,35y,38.57t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88237d3ce509d9d3:0x6f3c78a0fd87aa02!8m2!3d42.8586!4d-83.622371
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4200+Belford+Rd,+Holly,+MI+48442/@42.8247446,-83.6241561,4681a,35y,38.57t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88237d3ce509d9d3:0x6f3c78a0fd87aa02!8m2!3d42.8586!4d-83.622371
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4200+Belford+Rd,+Holly,+MI+48442/@42.8247446,-83.6241561,4681a,35y,38.57t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88237d3ce509d9d3:0x6f3c78a0fd87aa02!8m2!3d42.8586!4d-83.622371
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4200+Belford+Rd,+Holly,+MI+48442/@42.8247446,-83.6241561,4681a,35y,38.57t/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88237d3ce509d9d3:0x6f3c78a0fd87aa02!8m2!3d42.8586!4d-83.622371
https://www.google.com/maps/place/17500+Fenkell+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48227/@42.4013226,-83.2166799,17.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ca4e50707cb9:0x6c9403c1119d1bb5!8m2!3d42.4013358!4d-83.2151553
https://www.google.com/maps/place/17500+Fenkell+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48227/@42.4013226,-83.2166799,17.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ca4e50707cb9:0x6c9403c1119d1bb5!8m2!3d42.4013358!4d-83.2151553
https://www.google.com/maps/place/17500+Fenkell+Ave,+Detroit,+MI+48227/@42.4013226,-83.2166799,17.5z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x8824ca4e50707cb9:0x6c9403c1119d1bb5!8m2!3d42.4013358!4d-83.2151553
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Press to 
Purchase 
Tickets 

https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-tuskegee-airmen-national-historical-museum-inc-582028881
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-tuskegee-airmen-national-historical-museum-inc-582028881
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-tuskegee-airmen-national-historical-museum-inc-582028881
https://www.eventbrite.com/o/the-tuskegee-airmen-national-historical-museum-inc-582028881
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IN HIS OWN WORDS: The Autobiography of  
Washington DuBois Ross LTC, USAFRES, RET 

October 31, 2012 

 
I was born March 4th, 1919, in Mound Bayou, Mississippi. My father 

was the late Robert Warren Ross, Sr., and my mother was the late Teresa Eliz-
abeth Calloway Ross. I am the fourth son in a family of five boys and one girl.  
 

My family moved to Ashland, Kentucky when I was very young. I 
attended Booker T. Washington Elementary School in Ashland, Kentucky and 
Ironton High School in Ironton, Ohio. While in high school, I was a member 
of both the Scholarship Team and the National Honor Society, and was listed 
in Who's Who among High School Students.  
 

I received a BS Degree in Education from Hampton Institute (now Hampton University) in 
Hampton, Virginian. During my years at Hampton, I was a member of the Creative Dance Group, 
and through my participation in the Civilian Pilot Training Program (CPTP), I received my Private 
Pilot's License. I completed my undergraduate degree with honors in 1941. I did graduate work at 
Wayne State University as well as the University of Detroit from which I earned an MA degree in 
The Teaching of Mathematics. I also have a BBA and an MBA from D'Etre University (in Detroit, 
Michigan).  
 

In October, 1943, I married Willie Pearl White who was also a graduate of Hampton Insti-
tute, receiving her BS degree in 1943. She also held a MA degree from Wayne State University in 
Detroit, Michigan. My wife passed June 21, 2003.  
 

My first job after graduation was a storekeeper at the Norfolk Navy Yard, Portsmouth, Vir-
ginia. My duties included issuing fittings and other related 
items used in the operation and maintenance of naval vessels. 
I left this position upon being ordered to report to the 
Tuskegee Army Air Base in Alabama for Aviation Cadet 
Training. 
 
My military service began when I arrived at Tuskegee as part 
of class 43-1. In 1943, I graduated as a Fighter Pilot with the 
rank of Second Lieutenant. In October of 1943, we were sent 
to Selfridge Field, Michigan, for overseas training. The ma-
jority of my class joined the 332nd Fighter Group and left for 

the European Theater in December of 1943. Because of an unexpected hospitalization I was unable 
to leave then, but followed later as part of a group of replacements.  
 
 Ten of us went overseas as replacements for the 332nd Fighter Group. We traveled on a pas-
senger ship that had been converted in order to carry troops. The ship was fast, and once we left the 
coast of the U.S., we continued on unescorted, the theory being that the ship was able to outrun ene-
my U-boats. I suppose that theory was right since we arrived safely in Oran, Algeria. After spending 
some time in North Africa, where we were to receive additional training (which we didn't get), we 
were flown to Naples, Italy. There we joined the 332nd, and from our base, flew patrol in P-39s. 
Eventually, we were transferred to the 15th Air Force, where we flew p-47s, and finally, P-51s on 
long escort missions protecting bombers. I flew a combination of sorties and missions, for a total of 
63 missions. As the war wound down, my squadron was disbanded, and since I had enough mis-
sions, I was able to come home. day.  



 
Stateside, I was assigned to Tuskegee Army 

Air Base in Alabama, this time, as a twin-engine 
instructor for the B-25. When the Tuskegee base was 
closed, we were transferred to Lockbourne Air Base 
in Ohio, where in 1947 I was honorably discharged 
after serving four years on active duty. After being 
discharged from the service, I worked for a year at 
the Ford Motor Company, and ten years as a clerk 
for the United States Postal Service. I spent twenty-
nine years with the Detroit Board of Education, serv-
ing as both a teacher and a department head, retiring 
in 1984.  
 

After my active military service, I joined the United States Air Force Reserves 
(USAFRES) where I served for twenty years in a number of assignments. We were put on the alert 
to go to Florida, where we were to take part in the attack on Cuba known as The Bay of Pigs fias-
co. This crisis subsided and in the end, we weren't called up. In 1981, I retired from the USAFRES 
with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel. I earned the Air Medal, American Campaign Medal, the 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal and the  
Congressional Gold Medal. I was induced into the Kentucky Aviation Hall of Fame on November 
12, 2011 in Lexington Kentucky and into the Michigan Aviation Hall of Fame May 19,2012 in 
Portage, Michigan.  
 

My wife and I have four children: Paula Ross. Rodney Enix-Ross, wife Deborah and son 
Parker. Mark Ross, wife Carol and son Langston. Robert Ross, wife Margaret and daughter Miya.  
 

I am an active member of the Tuskegee airmen, Inc. I am a member of the Speakers Bu-
reau. I am a Life Member of the Reserve Officers Association. I belong to and am an active mem-
ber of Berea Lutheran Church in Detroit, having served in various capacities, including chairman 
of the congregation, trustee, choir member, and financial advisor to the Berea Day School Board 
of Education. I am a member of the Billy D. Brooks Memorial Lutheran Choir. I am an active 
member of the Detroit Chapter of National Hampton Alumni Association, Inc., where I served as 
president as well as other offices. I am also a Life Member of the ROA (Reserve Officers Associa-

tion).  
 
 My wife and I liked to 
travel. We went on several cruises 
on the Atlantic Ocean and the Pa-
cific Ocean to Europe and the Far 
East.  
 
 My favorite hobby was 
photography. I got more fun de-
veloping and printing the pictures 
than taking them. With the advent 

of the color pictures I abandoned the hobby because developing and printing the  pictures was too 
involved.  
 
 I can say during my life I met many friends that I cherish to this day.  7 
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Tuskegee Airman from Ashland dies 
By MIKE JAMES The Independent 

 
 DETROIT A World War II aviator who spent his childhood 
in Ashland and went on to become one of the famed Tuskegee Air-
men has died. 

 Washington DuBois Ross, 98, died at his residence, a 
senior living facility in the Detroit area, according to Bill Martin, a 
local aviation historian who several years ago interviewed Ross for a 
book on Burgess Field, Ashland’s first airport. 
 Martin received notification of Ross’ death from another res-
ident of the facility who was a close friend of the former aviator. 
Ross also was the son of Robert Ross, a well-remembered teacher at 
the former Booker T. Washington School which African-American 
students attended during the Jim Crow era of segregation. 
 Martin spoke with Ross in 2012 and devoted a chapter to the 
aviator in his book, “Ashland Airport, Kentucky’s Forgotten Field.” The Ross family lived on 35th 

Street, which was a short walk to the airfield, which later was known as 
Ashland Airport. 
 During his youth, Ross watched planes take off and land at the 
field, and took his first flight as a passenger at 12 on a Ford Trimotor 
with his family. He got his first flight training at Hampton Institute in 
Virginia and earned his pilot’s license. 
 The entry of the United States into World War II brought with it 
the need for pilots, and at first African-Americans were not considered. 
The Tuskegee Airmen was an experimental program to test the wide-
spread belief that African-Americans couldn’t make it as combat pilots. 
 Ross was brought into the program and with his compatriots 
proved the conventional thinking wrong. The group compiled a stellar 
record of protecting 
American bombers in 
their P-51 Mustang 

fighters with their distinctive red rudders. By the 
war’s end he had flown 63 missions. 
 He served as a flight instructor before 
leaving the service and joined the U.S. Air Force 
reserve, serving 20 years and retiring as a lieuten-
ant colonel. 
 Following his active-duty discharge, he 
moved to Michigan where he was an educator. 
Martin said he found out about Ross and his con-
nection with the Tuskegee Airmen while writing 
his book. “I was surprised when I learned a 
Tuskegee Airman had lived here, so I investigated 
quickly,” he said. 
 He said Ross is important not just in aviation history, but as part of Ashland’s historical 
legacy. His book is available through the Jesse Stuart Foundation and all profits are donated to the 
Highlands Museum and Discovery Center. 

(606) 326-2652 mjames@dailyindependent.com 

Photo by Ken Mist 

http://www.dailyindependent.com/news/tuskegee-airman-from-ashland-dies/article_5921632a-adc0-11e7-bc8d-836c2a002830.html
mailto:mjames@dailyindependent.com
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Dear Readers of The Hawk’s Cry II, 
 If you were not aware, various 
YouTube videos of LtCol (Ret) Washington 
D. Ross have been added to The Hawk’s Cry 
II Facebook Page. Please visit to view the vid-
eos or click on each image on this page to go 
straight to YouTube to view them. Each pic-
ture is hyperlinked to YouTube. 
Regards, 
Eric L. Palmer 
Editor/Publisher 
The Hawk’s Cry II 

Tuskegee Airmen U of M Multi-Part 
Panel Discussion from the  

Hawk’s Cry II YouTube Channel 
SUBSCRIBE to the Channel HERE 

Tuskegee Airmen Member Lieutenant 
Colonel Washington DuBois Ross @ 

Grand Rapids Public Schools 

Tuskegee Airmen Member Lieutenant 
Colonel Washington DuBois Ross Induc-
tion into Kentucky Aviation HOF Video 

https://www.facebook.com/hawks.cry.12
https://www.facebook.com/hawks.cry.12
https://www.facebook.com/hawks.cry.12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RJKnbUIAD3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HIDvaAD-Iuk&t=1369s
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCenKlUbkA18ZU1xe5krHMeA
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On October 6th & 
7th, Detroit RedTail 
had an opportunity 
to make an appear-
ance at the Com-
memorative Air 
Force’s Atlanta 

Warbird Weekend 
in which they hon-
ored the Tuskegee 
Airmen. DOTA’s in 
attendance included 
the Detroit Chap-
ter’s own LtCol 
(Ret) Harry T. 

Stewart, Jr, who is 
honored on the 
driver’s side of 
Detroit RedTail. 
Over the two (2) 

days, the event was 
well attended by 
200-300 people.  

CLICK HERE 

FOR MORE 

PICTURES OF 

THE EVENT 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/738s7TTYBCPhvY103
https://photos.app.goo.gl/738s7TTYBCPhvY103
https://photos.app.goo.gl/738s7TTYBCPhvY103
https://photos.app.goo.gl/738s7TTYBCPhvY103


11 

September has been good to 
Michigan in terms of weather. A 
couple of Saturdays ago, Detroit 
RedTail finally made an appear-
ance with the Tuskegee Airmen 
Memorial Highway sign the De-
troit Chapter had posted on the 
northbound side I-75 in Michi-
gan, about 9 miles north of the 

Ohio border 

Eric Palmer and Eric Love of 
the Detroit Chapter of 

Tuskegee Airmen were at-
tendees at the last Cars and 
Coffee session at the M1-

Concourse in Pontiac, Michi-
gan. Detroit RedTail made an 
appearance and was admired 

by about 150 people who visit-
ed the event 

CLICK HERE 

FOR MORE 

PICTURES OF 

THE EVENT 

CLICK HERE 

FOR MORE 

PICTURES OF 

THE DAY 

https://m1concourse.com/
https://m1concourse.com/
https://photos.app.goo.gl/q9HyWYJI5LB5tkvz2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/q9HyWYJI5LB5tkvz2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/q9HyWYJI5LB5tkvz2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/q9HyWYJI5LB5tkvz2
https://www.facebook.com/detroit.redtail.98
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Lx7u1wSLoWOOL5oe2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Lx7u1wSLoWOOL5oe2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Lx7u1wSLoWOOL5oe2
https://photos.app.goo.gl/Lx7u1wSLoWOOL5oe2
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I found this interesting and thought you would too 
TAM Legacy Gala - Aircraft Dedications - YouTube 

From Burt Lowe 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lARdjEylJx8&feature=em-upload_owner
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/15f03f97136573f2?projector=1


14 

Dr. James Robert Williams Sr., 93 
Tuskegee Airman 

Ayana Jones TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER  
Sep 15, 2017 

 

 Dr. James Robert Williams Sr., an accomplished physi-
cian and Tuskegee Airman, died on Saturday, Sept. 9, 2017, at 
Bryn Mawr Extended Care. He was 93. Williams was known by 
his friends as “Bob.” He lived a long and fulfilling life, with an 
extensive medical and military career. He was born on April 21, 
1924 to the late James and Willie Mae Banks in Bryn Mawr. He 
attended Lower Merion Senior High School in Ardmore and 
graduated from Muhlenberg College in 1951 with a Bachelor of 
Science. Williams then attended Meharry Medical College 
where he earned his medical doctorate in 1955. He did his phy-
sician internship at Frankfort Hospital from 1955 to 1956 and 
was a surgical resident at Mercy-Douglas Hospital and 
Coatesville General Hospital in Coatesville from 1956 to 1957. 
Following this, he became a resident in Pathology at Hines Veteran’s Administration Hospital in 
Hines, Ill., from 1959 to 1963. In 1964, Williams returned, with his family, to Bryn Mawr and 
became the director of Pathology at Mercy-Douglas Hospital. He worked in similar administrative 
positions at John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital and the Veteran’s Administration Hospital be-
fore becoming the director of Laboratories at John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital in 1976 where 
he stayed until his resignation in 1991. Williams was a member of the American Medical Associa-
tion and served as vice-president and then president of the Medical-Dental staff from 1979 to 
1986 at John F. Kennedy Memorial Hospital. Williams served in the military from 1943 to 1973. 
His service is historic as he was a part of the pioneering Tuskegee Airmen, earning his navigator, 
bombardier and twin-engine bomber pilot wings in 1945. He ranked as a first lieutenant at his dis-
charge in 1946 and from 1967 to 1973 he served as a lieutenant colonel in the Air Force Reserve. 
Williams is beloved by his close family and friends for his wit and dry humor and known for his 
quick one-liners that kept everyone laughing. Williams’ knowledge and medical expertise served 
the Philadelphia area, his family, and many others. His service with the Tuskegee Airmen also 
inspired many over the years, as he made speaking engagements at schools and events. He was 
honored by an invitation to former President Barack Obama’s 2009 presidential inauguration 
along with his Tuskegee Airmen associates. Williams was always active and loved aviation, golf, 
jogging, gardening, lawn care, and trips to the Philadelphia Zoo with his family. Williams was 
preceded in death by his wife of 60 years, Elizabeth “Betty” Williams. He is survived by: his chil-
dren, Dr. James R Williams Jr. (Michelle Casario), Gerald C. Williams (Margo Mooney), Kathe-
rine Williams (Celestin Joseph), Debra Edmonds (Roy Edmonds) and Bruce L. Williams 
(Gretchen Coriales); 12 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Services will be held Satur-
day at Saints Memorial Baptist Church, 47 S. Warner Ave. in Wayne. Friends may call at 9 a.m. 
Services will follow at 10 a.m. Burial is in Valley Forge Memorial Gardens. DeBaptiste Funeral 
Homes handled the arrangements. 
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Bereavement Counseling……………...….……………….1-202-461-6530 
Education………………………………….………………1-888-442-4551 
Headstones and Markers………………….……………….1-800-697-6947 
Health Care……………………………….……………….1-877-222-8387 
Homeless veterans………………………...………………1-877-222-8387 
Home Loans………………………………..……………...1-877-827-3702 
Life Insurance………………………………..…………….1-800-669-8477 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline…………….………...1-800-273-8255 
Pension Management Center………………………..……..1-877-294-6380 
Special Health Issues……………………………………....1-800-749-8387 

VA Home Page………..................................................................www.va.gov 
Education Benefits………..................................................www.gibill.va.gov 
Health Care Eligibility………...........................www.va.gov/healtheligibility 
Burial and Memorial Benefits………..................................www.cem.va.gov 
Returning Service Members………..................................www.oefoif.va.gov 
Home Loan Guaranty …...........................................www.homeloans.va.gov 
Records ..................................www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel 
VA Benefit Payment Rates……...…….............www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates 
VA Forms………...........................................................www.va.gov/vaforms 
Mental Health…….................................................www.mentalhealth.va.gov 
Federal Jobs……….....................................................www.usajobs.opm.gov 
Veterans Preference………........................www.opm.gov/veterans/index.asp 
Employment Assistance………......................................www.vetsuccess.gov 
Veterans Employment and Training….………...................www.dol.gov/vets 

Life Insurance………...................................................www.insurance.va.gov 
Department of Defense……….......................................www.defenselink.mil 
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Original Tuskegee Airmen Signed 

Certificates of Appreciation 
Refreshed with new background and now with the 

signatures of 12 Detroit Chapter DOTA’s.  
The certificates come in six (6) different ribbon color 

combinations;  
Yellow text on Black background 
Black on Yellow  
Yellow on Red 
Red on Yellow 
Yellow on Blue  
Blue on Yellow 
Green on White and 
White on Green  

Inquire with HawksCryII@gmail.com to get your 
electronic version. 

Please communicate all 

newsletter inclusions to: 

Eric Palmer 
VIA e-mail the editor  

HawksCryII@Gmail.com 
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