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SITES OF INTEREST 
Simply SELECT The Link  

National Organization 
TA National Museum 

TA National Historic Site 

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN CONTACT LISTING 
(OFFICERS-BOARD MEMBERS - 2012) 

 

NAME                E-MAIL          PHONE  
President— Miguel Thornton  miguelthornton@gmail.com  (734) 635-0477 
1st Vice President—Gwen McNeal  zetaphi1@hotmail.com   (248) 895-7130  
2nd Vice President—Eric Love  condor1L@yahoo.com   (248) 709-3748  
Treasurer— Gregory Whiting  gwhitin1@yahoo.com   (248) 320-0933 
Secretary— Theodore Whitely  bettytedwhitely@aol.com   (313) 835-1317 
Parliamentarian— Robert Tillman majorbobtillman@gmail.com  (248) 463-9443 
Sergeant At Arms—Larry Sargent  sgtsgt209@yahoo.com   (313) 354-1472 
Membership—Bill Welborne  welborne313@gmail.com   (313) 204-2477                                 
Hawk’s Cry II —Eric Palmer  TATDETNewsletter@comcast.net  (313) 683-1520                                       
Ways & Means— Tony Stevenson  nighthawk172@yahoo.com  (248) 557-4688 
Planning— Eric Love   condor1L@yahoo.com   (248) 709-3748  
Public Relations— Eric Palmer  TATDETNewsletter@comcast.net  (313) 683-1520                                       
Historian—Lawrence Milben                                                                                                (313) 863-5435  
Good & Welfare—Tony Stevenson nighthawk172@yahoo.com  (248) 557-4688 
Youth Programs— Brian Smith  bsmith1995@aol.com   (313) 510-7147 
Speakers Bureau—Alexander Jefferson      alexjeff01@juno.com                              (248) 996-9676  
Chaplin—Dr. Theodore Whitely  bettytedwhitely@aol.com                              (313) 835-1317 
 
Additional Board Members 
Hugh Barrington Jr.   HFBarringtonJr@aol.com           (248) 442-0254 
            (313) 418-7273  
William Thompson Jr.                   Wilthom273@yahoo.com 
                                                       
 

Alternate Information Contact Information 
Washington Ross                                            washingtor@aol.com                              (248) 351-9536  
Shirley Rankin    s-rankin22@hotmail.com                              (248) 818-1952  
William Henderson                                         wfastfac@aol.com                              (734) 484-4829  
William Thompson                                         wmhortont@aol.com                                      (313) 822-9976  
Donald Carter                                                  mccar10@att.net   
Brian Smith                                                     bsmith1995@aol.com                                     (313) 510-7147  

 
CENTRAL REGION 

Marv K. Abrams—TAI Central Region President  
abramsmk@aol.com 

125 Wright Cove, Cibolo, TX 78108  
(210) 945-4361 (210)421-2485-CELL 

ON THE COVER: DOTA Fred Henry,  Montford Point Marine Calvin Shepard 
and two (2) other unidentified Montford Point Marines. 
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THE NEXT TWO CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Thursday, 9 March 2017 and 13 April 2017 @ 1900 hours (7:00 p.m.) 

Please Arrive between 6:30 & 6:45pm-before doors are locked. 
At 613 Abbott in Downtown Detroit (3rd and Abbott) 

REMEMBER: CHAPTER MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS THE 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
Please Wear Tuskegee Airmen Marked Clothing to Meetings to Show Uniformity 

 Good Day, we are already in the third month of the year and so much is hap-
pening.  I have shared with you a calendar of events for the year and it is always chang-

ing.  We shall receive a report on the first two months of the year and here are some of the 
happenings that are already in place from now until the Labor Day weekend. 

 
  March 16, 2016   Urban League Dinner and Special Event 
      Distinguished Warrior 
 April 9,2017   Young Eagles at the City Airport 
 April 28, 2017   Women in Aviation 
 April 29, 2017   Michigan Military Space Heroes Museum 
      Recognition of Two Heroes 6 to 8 PM 
      Saginaw, Michigan-several folks invited  
 May 19, 2017   Starbase at Selfridge ANG Base  
      300 Students invited to participate 
 May 21, 2017   Young Eagles at the City Airport 
 May 26 – 28, 2017  City Airport 
      26th – B O Davis, School Day 300 students  
      27th – Chapter and Museum Day 300 
      28th Fly IN 
 June 23-25,2017   Detroit River Days Air Show 
 June 26, 2017   Ford Fireworks 
 August 3-5, 2017   Tuskegee Airmen, Inc Convention in Orlando, Florida 
 August 19– 20, 2017  Selfridge Air National Guard Base 
      100th Anniversary 
      18th Family and Friends 
 September 2 – 4, 2017  Thunder Over Michigan, Willow Run 
      75th Anniversary 
 
 There are ten Original Airmen that are members.  Have you visited or contacted any of them.  They 
would love to hear from you.  On another note Hugh Barrington is in a rehab center and Uncle Al’s wife is in an 
ICU.  Let them know that you Love them. 
  Also, please bring your Laptops so that EAA background clearances can be completed.    

Be Blessed, 

Miguel Thornton  
President 
Detroit Chapter 

Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 
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To Pre-Register for Medical Exams with Transition & Care Management 

Contact Dan Kummer, TCM Case Manager @ (313) 576-1000 ext. 65446 

Or email: Daniel.Kummer@va.gov 

For Hiring Our Heroes Registration, register for free at: 

www.HiringOurHeroes.org 

For registration questions, please email kpoynton@uschamber.com 
or call 202-617-6806 
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2016 Tuskegee Airmen Documentary - OFFICIALLY RELEASED! 
BUY NOW on DVD & BluRay: 

"THE LUFT GANGSTER: MEMOIRS OF A SECOND CLASS HERO" 
THE COMPLETED FEATURE LENGTH VERSION OF THIS AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY IS 
NOW RELEASED HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEGENDARY TUSKEGEE AIR-

MEN (the "RED TAILS")  
This Inspirational Film Starring Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson is A MUST HAVE 

for Now and for Future Generations. 

http://video.dptv.org/video/2365958055/
http://dynastymedianetwork.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=20ccf1a415f07f431cbbcbaea&id=16d5190bb7&e=0627636642
https://vimeo.com/115717337
https://squareup.com/store/theluftgangster
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Blacks in Aviation 
Beverly Kindle-Walker 

03/01/17  
 

 The Friends of Detroit City Airport hosted our 
annual "Blacks in Aviation" program on February 20, 
2017 in the main terminal of the Coleman A Young 
International Airport with the Tuskegee Airmen, Black 
Pilots of America, Civil Air Patrol and other aviation 
enthusiasts. Documented Original Tuskegee Airmen 
(DOTA) Frederick Henry, age 93 talked about his 
experiences. He also talked about NASA, "Hidden 
Figures" and opportunities that the field presents to 
young people. We had a light dinner which included 
"Moon Pies" which is celebrating 100 years. We also 
circulated a "Valentines Community Bear" for hugs as 
we were talking. People could hold him for as long as 
they wanted before passing on.  
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City of Detroit Airport 
Operations Tobin Hunter 

David Head 

DOTA Frederick Henry, 
WWII Veteran 

DOTA Tuskegee Airmen 
Fredrick Henry and Black 
Pilot of America Calvin 

Morrison 

Eddie 

Love those Moon Pies! 

Lt Col Lawrence Millben 
giving history on  
Tuskegee Airmen 

Tony Stevenson talking 
about Civil Air Patrol and 

aviation news. 

Burton Lowe leading Lift 
Every Voice and Sing 

Kodjo Bediako and Alfonso King. 
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DOTA, Lt Col Alexander 
Jefferson, and the WWII 
Legacy Memorial 2016 

Victory Award  

DOTA, Lt Col Alexander Jefferson, receives 
the 2016 Victory Award from Russell Lev-

ine of the WWII Legacy Memorial; 

Ernest Pickett is presented the EAA Certificate of Appreciation from 
Larry Sargent  

DOTAs Alexander Jefferson and Frederick Henry with chapter member Beverly Kkin-
dle-Walker and Dave Rubello from the St. Clair Shores Memorial Day committee 



Airmen Enjoy Montford Point Marine 
Dinner 

Eric L Palmer  
 

Friday, the 24th of February of 2017, the Detroit Detachment 
of the historic Montford Point Marines celebrated the close of 
Black History Month 
at their annual dinner. 
In attendance were 
members of the Detroit 
Chapter of Tuskegee 
Airmen. Representing 
the  Detroit Tuskegee 
Airmen were Docu-

mented Original Tuskegee Airmen (DOTA) Freder-
ick Henry, chapter Vice President Gwen McNeal, 
Membership Chair Bill Welborne, Haw’s Cry II Edi-

tor and Publisher and 
newly appointed Chapter Public Relations officer, Eric Palmer. 
Accompanying Mr. Palmer was his mother, Donna. 
 During the 
evening, special guest, 
LtGen Ronald L. Bai-
ley talked about his 
extensive service to 
this country in intelli-
gence and assured eve-
ryone that no matter 
what is going on in 
government, foreign 
relations and terrorism 
today, “we 
will be al-
right” be-
cause our 

military and it’s leadership is solid, com-
petent and capable. 
 At the end of the event, the oppor-
tunity presented itself for all in attendance 
to get photographs of living legends to-
gether. As shown on the cover of this is-
sue, DOTA Fred Henry met and talked to 
three (3) original Montford Point Marines.  
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2009 Edition 

Bereavement Counseling……………...….……………….1-202-461-6530 
Education………………………………….………………1-888-442-4551 
Headstones and Markers………………….……………….1-800-697-6947 
Health Care……………………………….……………….1-877-222-8387 
Homeless veterans………………………...………………1-877-222-8387 
Home Loans………………………………..……………...1-877-827-3702 
Life Insurance………………………………..…………….1-800-669-8477 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline…………….………...1-800-273-8255 
Pension Management Center………………………..……..1-877-294-6380 
Special Health Issues……………………………………....1-800-749-8387 

VA Home Page………..................................................................www.va.gov 
Education Benefits………..................................................www.gibill.va.gov 
Health Care Eligibility………...........................www.va.gov/healtheligibility 
Burial and Memorial Benefits………..................................www.cem.va.gov 
Returning Service Members………..................................www.oefoif.va.gov 
Home Loan Guaranty …...........................................www.homeloans.va.gov 
Records ..................................www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel 
VA Benefit Payment Rates……...…….............www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates 
VA Forms………...........................................................www.va.gov/vaforms 
Mental Health…….................................................www.mentalhealth.va.gov 
Federal Jobs……….....................................................www.usajobs.opm.gov 
Veterans Preference………........................www.opm.gov/veterans/index.asp 
Employment Assistance………......................................www.vetsuccess.gov 
Veterans Employment and Training….………...................www.dol.gov/vets 

Life Insurance………...................................................www.insurance.va.gov 
Department of Defense……….......................................www.defenselink.mil 
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Original Tuskegee Airmen Signed 

Certificates of Appreciation 
Refreshed with new background and now with the 

signatures of 12 Detroit Chapter DOTA’s.  
The certificates come in six (6) different ribbon color 

combinations;  
Yellow text on Black background 
Black on Yellow  
Yellow on Red 
Red on Yellow 
Yellow on Blue  
Blue on Yellow 
Green on White and 
White on Green  

Inquire with TAIDETNewsletter@Comcast.net to 
get your electronic version. 

Please communicate all newsletter inclusions to: 

Eric Palmer 
TAI-Detroit Chapter Newsletter Publisher/Editor 

1589 Club House Court 
Pontiac, Michigan 48335 

or call 313-683-1520 or e-mail the editor at  

TAIDetNewsletter@Comcast.net 
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