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SITES OF INTEREST 
Simply SELECT The Link  

National Organization 
TA National Museum 

TA National Historic Site 
Hawk’s Cry II YouTube Channel 
Hawk’s Cry II Google Photos Site 

TUSKEGEE AIRMEN CONTACT LISTING 
(OFFICERS-BOARD MEMBERS - 2012) 

 

NAME                E-MAIL          PHONE  
President— Miguel Thornton  miguelthornton@gmail.com    (734) 635-0477 
1st Vice President—Gwen McNeal              zetaphi1@hotmail.com                                    (248) 895-7130  
2nd Vice President— 
Treasurer— Gregory Whiting  gwhitin1@yahoo.com                               (248) 320-0933 
Secretary— Erma Leaphart-Gouch  vcd21@aol.com     (313) 475-7057 
Parliamentarian— Richard Brown              richardb_brown@yahoo.com                           (248) 470-4631 
Sergeant At Arms—Larry Sargent               sgtsgt209@yahoo.com                               (313) 354-1472 
Membership—Eric Love                              condor1L@yahoo.com                                     (248) 709-3748  
Hawk’s Cry II Chapter  
Newsletter—Eric Palmer                         taidetnewsletter@sbcglobal.net                  (313) 683-1520                                       
Ways & Means— Hugh Barrington Jr.        HFBarringtonjr@aol.com                         (248) 442-0254 
            (313) 418-7273 
Planning— VACANT 
Public Relations— VACANT 
Historian—Lawrence Milben                                                                                                 (313) 863-5435  
Good & Welfare—VACANT 
Youth Programs— Brian Smith  bsmith1995@aol.com    (313) 510-7147 
Speakers Bureau—Alexander Jefferson      alexjeff01@juno.com                               (248) 996-9676  
Chaplin—Dr. Theodore Whitely  bettytedwhitely@aol.com                               (313) 835-1317 
Board 
Hugh Barrington Jr.   HFBarringtonJr@aol.com           (248) 442-0254 
            (313) 418-7273  
William Thompson Jr.                   Wilthom273@yahoo.com 
                                                       
Immediate Past President— Miguel Thornton  miguelthornton@gmail.com  (734) 635-0477 
 

Alternate Information Contact Information 
Washington Ross                                            washingtor@aol.com                              (248) 351-9536  
Shirley Rankin  (Auxiliary President)            s-rankin22@hotmail.com                              (248) 818-1952  
William Henderson                                         wfastfac@aol.com                              (734) 484-4829  
William Thompson                                         wmhortont@aol.com                                      (313) 822-9976  
Donald Carter                                                  mccar10@att.net   
Brian Smith                                                     bsmith1995@aol.com                                     (313) 510-7147  

 
CENTRAL REGION 

Marv K. Abrams—TAI Central Region President  
abramsmk@aol.com 

125 Wright Cove, Cibolo, TX 78108  
(210) 945-4361 (210)421-2485-CELL 
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THE NEXT TWO CHAPTER MEETINGS 
Thursday, 12 May 2016 and 9 June 2016 @ 1900 hours (7:00 p.m.) 

Please Arrive between 6:30 & 6:45pm-before doors are locked. 
At 613 Abbott in Downtown Detroit (3rd and Abbott) 

REMEMBER: CHAPTER MEETINGS ARE ALWAYS THE 2ND THURSDAY OF THE MONTH 

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS 
Please Wear Tuskegee Airmen Marked Clothing to Meetings to Show Uniformity 

Greetings All, 

 Good day all, our next Chapter meeting is scheduled for Thursday, May 12, 2016, promptly at 
7:00 PM.   I am so excited about us getting back together since we have so much to share with each 

other and so many plans that will benefit the youth that we serve.  You know “IRON SHARPENS 
IRON”. Our Mission is that we honor the accomplishments and perpetuate the History of African Ameri-

cans who participated in air crew, ground crew and operations support training in the Army Air Corp during 
WW II. Introduce young people across the nation to the world of aviation and science through local and national programs such 
as the Young Eagles and TAI youth programs and activities. Providing educational assistance to students and awards to deserv-
ing individuals , groups and corporations whose deeds lend support to TAI’s Goals.  TAI also supports the Tuskegee Airmen 
Award presented to deserving cadets in the Air Force Reserve Officers Training Corp Program. Utilizing the above we find an 
area that we can connect with and work within the boundaries of that area.  Some of the things that are going on presently are 
as follows: 

 June 9, 2016  Election of Three Officers—President, 2nd Vice and Secretary 

 June 19, 2016     Eyes on Design Car Show @ Eleanor and Edsel Ford House 

 June 1-30, 2016 Doing Business with the Federal Reserve 

 June TBD, 2016 Negro League Baseball Game at Comerica Park 

 June 24-26, 2016 Detroit River Days Air Show and Sales 

 June 27, 2016  Fireworks 

 July TBD, 2016 Leadership Academy possibly the 8th and 9th 

 July TBD, 2016 Cadets Kick off 

 July 13-16, 2016 TAI National Convention 

 July 24, 2016  Honors and Awards Presentation at Charles Wright Museum 2:30 – 5:00 PM 

 July 24, 2016  Annual Cruise from Jefferson Beach Marina 6:00 – 9:00 PM 

 September 17, 2016 Inaugural Voyage of the USS Detroit 

 Finally, there was a very good presence for Ltc. Alexander Jefferson’s awarding of the Bronze Star by Congress Woman Deb-
bie Stabenow at the 61st Annual NAACP Dinner.  A good time was had by all.  There are many photos circulating around 
make sure that you take the time to see them.   Col. Alexander is at home and Al Jameson’s wife is home also.  Let us all stay 
prayerful for our sick and shut ins. 

 Remember, Young Eagles will be 2nd Sunday of the Month until the Fall. 

 We are putting the final touches on our special day, July 24,2016.  The Honors and Awards presentation will take place at the 
Charles Wright African American Museum on the 24th.  It shall take place from 3PM to 5PM.  This will allow all those going 
on our Annual Cruise to get there on time.  During our presentation many will have the opportunity to view the Documentary 
about Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson (Luft Gangster), for the first time in Detroit. 

 There are several events coming up that will honor Art Green.  One will be in Washington DC.  Where the DNR will 
Honor him and his work.  Another will be the State of Michigan which is planning to name a street after him that will be on 
Belle Isle, there is one other in the planning stage but I don't have enough information to share with you right now. 

 National TAI is kicking off their efforts with a special two-day event, honoring our DOTA’S and establishing a Tuskegee Air-
men Foundation and STEM Academy that will help to preserve our legacy.  They are calling this event a” Commemoration”, 
that will build on the successes of the past, identify needs of our youth and highlight our DOTA role models. 

 Our  Annual Conference will take place from July 13-16, 2016.  It shall take place in Indianapolis, IN., We should be able to 
have many members attend and since it is so close we could if we have the numbers rent a bus.  In fact we could set up a pay-
ment plan once members commit to take care of our transportation and hotel, which would help in impacting the total cost. 
Register for Convention. 

Thank you, 

Miguel Thornton  
President 

Detroit Chapter 
Tuskegee Airmen, Inc. 2 
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2016 Tuskegee Airmen Documentary - OFFICIALLY RELEASED! 
BUY NOW on DVD & BluRay: 

 
"THE LUFT GANGSTER: MEMOIRS OF A SECOND CLASS HERO" 

 
THE COMPLETED FEATURE LENGTH VERSION OF THIS AWARD-WINNING DOCUMENTARY IS 
NOW RELEASED HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEGENDARY TUSKEGEE AIR-

MEN (the "RED TAILS")  
 

This Inspirational Film Starring Lt. Col. Alexander Jefferson is A MUST HAVE for 
Now and for Future Generations. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://dynastymedianetwork.us5.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=20ccf1a415f07f431cbbcbaea&id=16d5190bb7&e=0627636642
https://vimeo.com/115717337
https://squareup.com/store/theluftgangster


5 

Aviation event will let young 
Detroiters soar above city 

Posted By Michael Jackman on Tue, Apr 26, 2016 at 6:30 am 
Photo courtesy Beverly Kindle-Walker 

 There will be plenty of earthbound dis-
plays, but the Detroit Fly-In will send drones, 
planes, and young folks up above it all. Any-
body interested in what Detroit’s aerospace 
high school has to offer has an excellent op-
portunity next month, with the Inaugural De-
troit Fly-In, a daylong event taking place May 
15.  
 You might never have known that Detroit Public Schools has a high school devoted to 
aviation, where students for careers as pilots, mechanics, and air traffic controllers. It’s called 
Davis Aerospace Technical High School. It has a 100 percent graduation rate, higher than 
that of Cass Tech, and has a pedigree stretching back to the Second World War. 
 
 The school was founded in 1943, back when Detroit was the Arsenal of Democracy. 
Both adults and students studied there then, learning how to repair the warbirds Detroit was 
turning out. When the war ended, the school was retained as a high school for training aero-
mechanics, and it was later renamed for Gen. Benjamin O. Davis Jr., the first African-
American four-star general in the U.S. Air Force. 
 
 The school used to have open houses every year, but since emergency manager-run 
DPS, in its infinite wisdom, moved the school off airport grounds to Golightly Career and 
Technical Center. (Now, when the students want hands-on training, they have to be transport-
ed more than three miles.) 
 
 But activities at the city airport continue for Davis’ students. Every other Sunday, De-
troiters between the ages of 8 and 17 get to go up in the air with volunteer general aviation 
pilots in Cessnas, Pipers, and gliders, so the aspiring fliers can gain an opportunity to try out 
their co-pilot skills. 
 
 Next month’s event will have all that and more, although, on that busy day, families 
hoping to get their young ones in the air should arrive as early as possible. Tuskegee Airmen 
will be in attendance, and there will be military aircraft, choppers, and demonstrations of 
drone aircraft as well. We hear from the executive director of Friends of Detroit City Airport, 
Beverly Kindle-Walker, that there’s even a chance Michelle Obama’s baby-blue 737 could 
touch down to join the affair. 
 
 Those interested in attending, volunteering, or simply getting more information may 
contact Kindle-Walker at bevkinwalk@hotmail.com or call 313-822-2237. It all happens 1-5 
p.m. on Sunday, May 15, in the main terminal of the Coleman A. Young International Air-
port; 11499 Conner St., Detroit. 

http://www.metrotimes.com/detroit/ArticleArchives?author=2135253
http://media1.fdncms.com/metrotimes/imager/u/original/2439483/blog_plane.png
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Bringing the lessons of the 
Tuskegee Airmen to 178 class-

rooms for Black 
History Month 

By Bill Shepard 
 
 As leader of the CAF Red Tail 
Squadron, it’s a privilege to talk to peo-
ple – especially kids – about the Tuskeg-
ee Airmen. And if they don’t know that 
part of our history, our mission is that 
much more critical! For all those we 
can’t reach face-to-face at events, we 
have a resource kit for classroom use that 
gives teachers and youth leaders the 
tools they need to introduce this im-
portant and inspirational piece of history 
to their students.  
 
 The kit focuses on the principles that are based on the lessons of the Tuskegee Airmen - Aim 
High, Believe In Yourself, Use Your Brain, Be Ready To Go, Never Quit, Expect to Win. Our hope is 
that these materials will help bring the lessons of the Tuskegee Airmen out of the history books straight 
into the everyday lives of students. The kit includes posters, DVD, pocket-sized books, inspirational 
dog tags, children’s book and classroom activities.  
 
 We kicked-off a fundraising campaign in September 2015 with a goal to get these kits into the 
hands of as many teachers as possible for free in time for Black History Month. We were pleased that 
enough supporters stepped up that we were able to provide 178 kits in over 39 states to schools in high-
minority enrollment districts! 
 
 The kits were delivered by the beginning of February so teachers could utilize the information 
in their lesson plans for Black History Month. Students also had the opportunity to participate in a con-
test to put into action what they learned about the importance of education and determination, based on 
the Tuskegee Airmen's example of overcoming adversity. 
 
 We’re privileged to be able to travel around the country to ensure the legacy of the Tuskegee 
Airmen is not forgotten. Beyond the events, it’s crucial to include in our efforts all those who aren’t 
able to come see us in person. Every classroom in America should teach the lessons of the Tuskegee 
Airmen! We hope to continue this important outreach work and donate even more kits to teachers in 
honor of next year’s Black History Month.  
 
 I think you understand when I say this labor of love is not work…it’s a lifestyle! It’s like it’s a 
part our DNA; we’re just wired this way. And I’m proud to say that because of this, our collective ef-
forts are not only honoring the Tuskegee Airmen, but also helping inspire kids to be their very best!  
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Tuskegee Airman, 94, 
awarded Bronze Star at 
Detroit NAACP dinner 

 DETROIT (AP) — A 94-year-
old Detroit native has been awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal for heroic service 
and meritorious achievement during 
World War II. Lt. Col. Alexander Jeffer-
son was presented the award by U.S. 
Sen. Debbie Stabenow on Sunday at the 
61st Annual Detroit NAACP Freedom 
Fund Dinner. Stabenow says Jefferson is one of the few remaining Tuskegee Airmen still 
alive. It was the first African-American unit to fly combat airplanes in World War II. In 1944, 
he was shot down on his 19th mission in Europe and taken prisoner by the Nazis. His prison 
camp was liberated in 1945, but he saw atrocities at the Dachau concentration camp. In 2007, 
Jefferson and other Tuskegee Airmen received the Congressional Gold Medal — the nation's 
highest civilian honor. 

https://youtu.be/D9nC3RkHjQE
https://youtu.be/D9nC3RkHjQE
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Judge Harold Wood, a Westchester trail-
blazer, dies 

 Gabriel Rom, grom@lohud.com9:28 a.m. EDT April 21, 
2016 

 Wood, the first black State Supreme Court justice in 
the county, was a formative part of black history in 
Westchester.  
 Harold L. Wood, a Westchester trailblazer who be-
came the first African-American member of the County 
Board of Supervisors and later the first African-American 
state Supreme Court justice in the county, died last Thurs-
day in Florida at the age of 96. 
 Remembered by his family as humane, thoughtful 
and often hilarious, Wood served as an anchor to his chil-
dren, his daughter, LaVerne Jill Wood, said. 
 “When he was just 4 years old he would help direct 
his father out the driveway, and he really has been the di-

rector — the guiding light — of our family ever since,” she said. 
OBITUARY NOTICE: Harold L. Wood 

 Born in Ossining during the heart of America’s Jim Crow racial segregation era, Wood 
forged a path largely unique to African-Americans in Westchester and throughout the country. 
During World War II, he served in the Army Air Corps on the Tuskegee Airbase in Alabama, 
where he grew close with many of the members of the historic  Tuskegee Airmen African-
American aviation unit who trained in Tuskegee. 
 After the war, Wood attended Lincoln University in Pennsylvania and received a law 
degree from Cornell University and a master of laws from New York University Law School. 
A series of firsts soon followed: the Westchester County Board of Supervisors  — predecessor 
of the current county Board of Legislators  — the Mount Vernon City Council, Westchester 
Family Court judge, County Court judge, and 9th District state Supreme Court justice. His 
election to the Board of Supervisors in 1957 had made him the first African-American elected 
to public office in Westchester. He retired from the Supreme Court in 1995. 
 Throughout his storied career, Wood, a Republican, earned the respect and admiration 
of his colleagues. Over 600 people turned out for his retirement dinner, and state Supreme 
Court Justice Orazio Bellantoni referred to Wood as his mentor at Wood's funeral on Tuesday, 
Wood’s daughter said. 
 “I knew his accomplishments, but I just remember him as dad,” she added. “He gave 
tremendous advice, he always told me ‘take the high road,’ no matter how complex or aggres-
sive things got.” 
 However impressive Wood’s career was, LaVerne Jill Wood kept coming back to her 
father's irrepressible humor and curiosity. 
 She spoke of his heartfelt desire never to face his wife, Thelma, in double’s tennis. 
“If she was on the other team she would never quite let him get to the baseline before she 
would hit him in the backside,” she recalled, laughing. Thelma Wood died in 2007. 
 In addition to his daughter, Wood, who lived in Somers before moving to Florida, is 
survived by his sons, Gregory Lance Wood and Dean Christopher Wood; three grandchildren, 
Natasha, Michael, and Lauren; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

mailto: Gabriel%20Rom
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/lohud/obituary.aspx?n=harold-l-wood&pid=179632418&fhid=2550
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Bereavement Counseling……………...….……………….1-202-461-6530 
Education………………………………….………………1-888-442-4551 
Headstones and Markers………………….……………….1-800-697-6947 
Health Care……………………………….……………….1-877-222-8387 
Homeless veterans………………………...………………1-877-222-8387 
Home Loans………………………………..……………...1-877-827-3702 
Life Insurance………………………………..…………….1-800-669-8477 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline…………….………...1-800-273-8255 
Pension Management Center………………………..……..1-877-294-6380 
Special Health Issues……………………………………....1-800-749-8387 

VA Home Page………..................................................................www.va.gov 
Education Benefits………..................................................www.gibill.va.gov 
Health Care Eligibility………...........................www.va.gov/healtheligibility 
Burial and Memorial Benefits………..................................www.cem.va.gov 
Returning Service Members………..................................www.oefoif.va.gov 
Home Loan Guaranty …...........................................www.homeloans.va.gov 
Records ..................................www.archives.gov/st-louis/military-personnel 
VA Benefit Payment Rates……...…….............www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/rates 
VA Forms………...........................................................www.va.gov/vaforms 
Mental Health…….................................................www.mentalhealth.va.gov 
Federal Jobs……….....................................................www.usajobs.opm.gov 
Veterans Preference………........................www.opm.gov/veterans/index.asp 
Employment Assistance………......................................www.vetsuccess.gov 
Veterans Employment and Training….………...................www.dol.gov/vets 

Life Insurance………...................................................www.insurance.va.gov 
Department of Defense……….......................................www.defenselink.mil 
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Original Tuskegee Airmen Signed 

Certificates of Appreciation 
Refreshed with new background and now with the 

signatures of 12 Detroit Chapter DOTA’s.  
The certificates come in six (6) different ribbon color 

combinations;  
Yellow text on Black background 
Black on Yellow  
Yellow on Red 
Red on Yellow 
Yellow on Blue  
Blue on Yellow 
Green on White and 
White on Green  

Inquire with TAIDETNewsletter@Comcast.net to 
get your electronic version. 

Please communicate all newsletter inclusions to: 

Eric Palmer 
TAI-Detroit Chapter Newsletter Editor 

2574 Winterberry Street 
Holt, Michigan 48842 

or call 313-683-1520 or e-mail the editor at  

TAIDetNewsletter@Comcast.net 
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